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Abstract		 		 Gun	violence	and	mass	shootings	are	talked	about	a	 lot	 in	today’s	media.	Guns	are	also	used	frequently	in	many	films.	America	has	an	undeniable	problem	with	the	frequency	of	mass	shootings,	and	gun	control	has	been	at	the	forefront	to	try	and	solve	this	problem.	However,	 this	 thesis	 examines	 how	masculinity	 plays	 a	 role	 in	 these	 shootings	 and	 gun	violence	in	general.	This	study	aims	to	look	at	how	guns	are	represented	in	film	and	media	and	how	this	 is	 tied	 to	masculinity,	 specifically	by	closely	analyzing	 three	 films:	The	Man	
Who	Shot	Liberty	Valance	(John	Ford,	1962),	Elephant	(Gus	Van	Sant,	2003),	and	Loves	Her	
Gun	(Geoff	Marslett,	2013).	Guns	play	a	 central	 role	 in	 the	classic	western,	The	Man	Who	
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